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West Bengal Act XXXIX of 1979! 


THE WEST BENGAL PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
ACT, 1979, 


Wes Ben. Act VIII of 1982. 
West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985, 
AMENDED ne oo West Ben. Act XIII of 1993. 
West Ben. Act XLI of 1994. 
West Ben. Act VII of 1998. 


[7rth January, 1980.) 


An Act to provide for the establishment of public libraries in the State 
of West Bengal and to regulate, guide *{eontrol and supervise the 
libraries] as also to provide for a comprehensive rural and urban 
{library and information service] in the State of West Bengal. 


Whereas it is expedient to provide for the establishment of public 
libraries in the State of West Bengal and Lo regulate, guide ‘(control and 
supervise the libraries] as also lo provide [or a comprehensive rural and 
urban “[Sibrary and information service] in the Stale of West Bengal: 


It is hereby enacted in the Thirtieth Year of the Republic of India, 
by the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows:— 


CHAPTER I 


Preliminary 


1, (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Public Libraries 
Act, 1979. 


(2) It extends to the whole of West Bengal. 


"For Statement af Objects and Reasons, see the Calcutta Gazene, Extraordinary, Part 
IV af the 24th August, 1979, page 1604; for proceedings of the Wesi Bengal Legislative 
Assembly, see the proceedings of the mecting of thal Assembly held onthe (21h September, 
1979. 


*The words within the square brackets were substituted far the wards “control, supervise 
and to grant recognition to the existing libraries in the State" by s. 2 af the Wesi Bengal 
Public Libraries {Amendment) Act. 1985 {West Ben. Act XXIV of 1984). 


The wards within the square brackets were substituted for the words “library service” 
by s. 2 of the West Bengal Public Librarics (Amendment) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act XLI 
of 1994). 


“The words within the square brackets were subslituted far the words “control, supervise 
and lo grant recognition to the existing libraries in the State” by s. 3 of the West Bengal 
Public Libraries {Amendment} Act. 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985}. 


*The words within Ihe square brackets were substituted for the words “library service” 
by s. 3 of the West Bengal Public Librarics (Amendment) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act XLI 
of 1994). 
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(3) This section shali come into force at once and the remaining 
3 seçitan shall come into force on such date or dales as the State Government 
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint and different dates 

may be appointed for different sections of this Act. 


Definitions. 2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,— 
1% * * * * * * 


Yaa) “Calcutta Metropolilan Library” means the District Library 


in Calcutta declared by the State Government as such; 
Vik * + * * * * 


\(bb} “Corporation” means the Calcutta Municipal Corporation 


established under the Calcutta Municipal Coporation Act, West Ben. 
1980: Act LIX of 
: 1980, 


‘(obb) “Darjeeling Gorkha Autonomous Hill Council” means the 
Darjeeling Gorkha Autonomous Hill Council constituled 


under the Darjeeling Gorkha Autonomous Hill Council Act, West Ben. | 
1988- Act XlEL of 
ch . i : 1988. 
(©) “Director” means the Director of *[Library Services] 


appointed under sectian 6: . 

*(d) “District” means a district of West Bengal and includes 
Calcutta as defined in the Calcutta Municipal Corporation 
Act, 3980: 


I4 * bal * * + * 


(ddd) “District Library Officer” means the person appointed to be 
called the District Library Officer under ** * * section 16; 


"Clauses (2) and (b) were omitted by s. 4(a) of the Wesi Bengal Public Libraries 
(Amendment) Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIY of 1985). 

"Clause (aa) wos inserted by $. 2¢1) of die West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendmem) 
Act, 1982 (West Ben. Act YHE of 1982) wiet 15.7, 1982. 

*Clause (bb) was inseried by $. 2(2), ibid. Therealter, the same was substituted by s. 
atb) of the West Bengal Public Libranes {Amendment} Act, 198$ (West Ben, Act XXIV 
of 1985). $ 

Clause {bbb} was iaserted by s. 2(1} of the West Bengal Hublic Libraries (Amendment) 
Aci, 1998 {West Ben, Act VII of 1998). 

*The words within the square brackels were substituted for the words “Public Libraries” 
by s. 2(3) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Aut, 1982 (West Ben. Act 
VI of 1982}. 

“Clause (d) was first substituted by s. 2(4), ibid, Thereafter, the same was resubsiituied 
by s. 4{c) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act 
XXIV of t945}. 

(Clauses (dd) and (ddd) were first inserted by s. 2(5) of the West Bengal Public 
Libraries (Amendment} Act, 1982 (West Ben. Act VIM of 1982}. Thereafter clause {dd} 
was omilled by s. 4(d) of the West Bengal Public Libranes (Amendment) Act, 1985 (Wes! 
Ben. Act XXIY of 1985), w.e.f. 15.7.1982. 

"The words, figure and brackets “sub-section (f) of were not printed as there was no 
“sub-section (1)" ia the exisling section 16, ‘The wards, figure and brickels “sub-section 
(1) of were in force prior to the substitution of section L6 by s, 16 of the West Bengal 
Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985). Accardingly, 
the words. gure and brackets “sub-section (1) of should not be included in clause {ddd} 
as inserted by s. 2(5) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendenent) Act. 1982 (West 
Ben. Act Vil of 1942). 
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West Ben, 
Act XLI of 
1973. 


(Chapter L—Preliminary.—Section 2.) 


I * * i * * * 
(D “Government” means the Government of the State of West 
Bengal; 
XA “Library” means a public library ** * *; 
(g) “notification” means a notification published in the Official 


Gazele; 

(h) “presenbed" means prescribed by rules made under this 
Act 

fry + + * * + * 


3G} “Public Library” means « library open to the public, and 
includes— 


ti) a Government Public Library, 
gii) the State Central Library, 


(iii) a sponsored public library declared as such under 
section L6A, or 


üv} such other library as the Government may declare to 
be a public library; 


“G1) “Siliguri Mahakwma Parishad" means the Mahakuma 
Parishad for the sub-divisian of Siliguri in the district of 
Darjeeling consuluted under sectian 185B of the West Bengal 
Panchayat Act, 1973; 


'Clause te) was omitted by s. 4(c) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Aniendment) 
Ach, 1985 (West Gen. Act XATV of 1985), 


Clause (M) was first inserted by s. 2(7) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendinent} 
Aci, \982 (West Ben. Ace VIN of 1982). Thereafter, the same was subsiiluled by s. 4(6) 
of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 
1985}, 

"The words “and includes the State Central Library” were omitted by s. 41) of the 
West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act XL) of 1994), 

‘Clause (i) was omitted by s, 4{2)}. ibid. 

“The words “and includes a sponsored library" were frst added by s, 2(7) of the West 
Bengal Public Librancs (Amendment) Act, 1982 (West Ben, Act VUE of 1982). Thereaficr, 
clause (j) was subsliluted by s. 4(g) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) 
Acl, 1985 (West Ben, Act XXIY of 1985) und finally the same was resubstituted by 
s. 4(3) of the West Bengal Public Librasics (Amendinent) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act XLI 
of 1994), 


Clause {jL} was inserted by s. 2(2) of the West Bengal Public Librarics (Amendment) 
Act. 1998 (West Ben. Act VIT of 1998). 


Clause (jj) was first inserted by s.4(h) of ihe West Bengal Publec Libraries (Amendment) 
Act. 1985 (West Ben, Acl XXIV of 1985). Then the same was aimitted by s. 44) of the 
West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act XLI of 1994). 


"Clause (1) was first inserted by s. 2(4) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) 
Acl, 1982 (West Ben, Act VHI of 1982), Thercafier, clauses tk} and (E were omitted by 
s. 4(i) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1985 (Wes Ben. Act XXTV 
af 1985). 


271 


272 The West Bengal Public Libraries Act, 1979. 
{West Ben. Act 
(Chapter H.—The State Library Council.—Sections 3, 4.) 


CHAPTER II 
The State Library Council 


“a 


Siae Library 3. '(1) The Government shall constitute a State Library Council 

pourch ane (heteinafler referrred lo as the Council) for the purpose of advising the 
Government on the management of the State Central Library. on matters 
relating to policies and programmes for the development and management 
of public libraries and public library system and on such other matters 
as may be referred to it. 


'(2) The Council shall advise (he Government on any scheme prepared 
by a Local Library Authorily under section 15 and also on the principles 
governing the aid to a library under this Act. 


(3) The Council shall exercise such powers and perform such duties 
as may be prescribed, 


Composiln 4. (1) The Council shall consist of:— 
Council, (a} the Minister-in-charge of Library Services who shall be the 


Chairman of the Council; 


(b) four persons to be elected by the members of the West 
Bengal Legislative Assembly from amongst themselves; 


Xç) five persons representing the interest of education, social 
work, cultural, literary or artistic activity, or literacy or 
science movement, to be nominated by the Goverment; 


(d) two representives of the Bengal Library Association to be 
nominated by the Executive Committee of the said 
Association from amongst its constituted members: 


(c) *[two representatives] of the employees of the libraries that 
will come under the purview of this Act to be elected in the 
manner prescribed: 


*(F} two persons to be nominated by the Government from 
amongst the members of the Local Library authorities; 


(g) one District Library Officer to be nominated by the 
Government; 


WSub-sections (1) and (2) were substituted for original sub-sections (1) and (2) by 
Ta of eg Wesi Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act. [985 (West Ben. Act XXIV 
of 1985), 

Clause {e) wos substituted for the original by s. S(a) of the West Bengal Public 
Libraries (Amendment) Act. 1994 (West Hen. Act XLI of 1994), 

‘The words within the square brackets were substituted for the words “one representative” 
by s. 6(E)(a) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, [985 (West Ben. Act 
XXIV of 1985), 

“Clause (f) was substituted for the onginal clause by s. Sth) of the West Benga! Public 
Libraries (Amendment) Act. 1994 (West Ben. Act XLI af 1994}. 
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Yh) 


£i) 


(p) 


one Librarian of a District Library to be nominated by the 
Government, 


the Secretary to the Government in the *[Mass Education 
Extension Department] or his nominee: 


the Director of Public Instruction, West Bengal or his 
nominee; 


four persons lo be nominated by the Government who in 
its opinion are experts in library science and library service; 


the Depuly Director of Public Instruclion (Social Education), 
West Bengal: 


the Director of Culture or his nominee; 

the Director of Mass Education Extension] or his nominee; 
the Librarian, State Central Library; 

the Director of the National Library, Calcutta, or his nominee; 


the Director of the Raja Rammohan Roy Library Foundation 
or his nominee; - 


the Director who shall be the ex-officio Member-Secretary 
of the Cauncil. 


(2) The members, other than the ex-officio members, shall hold 
office for a period of *{four years:] 


Provided that if a nominated or an elected member ceases to hold 
the position by virtue of which he was so nominated or elected, he shall 
aulomatically cease to be a member of the Council. 


'Clause (h) was substituted for the original by s. 6(1)(b) of the West Bengal Public 
Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1985 (West Ben. Acl XXIV pf 19R5). 


The words wilhin the square brackets were substituted for the words “Education 
Department” by s. Sic) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1994 (West 
Ben, Act XLI of 1994), . 


‘Clause (m) was substituted for the original clause by s. 6(1){c) of the West Bengal 
Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985). 


Clause (mm) was inserted by s. 6(t}{d)}, ibid. 
‘The words within the square brackets were substituted forthe words “Adult Education” 


by s. 5(d) of the West Bengal Publie Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act 
XLI of 1994), i 


*Clause (n) was substituted for the original clause by s. 6(1)(e) of the West Bengal 
Public Libraries (Amendment) Acl, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985), 


*Clauses (a) and {00} were substituted for original clause (0) by s. Se) of the West 
Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act XLI of 1994}. 


‘The words within the square brackets were substituted for the words “three years: 
by s. 6(2) of the West Bengal Public Librarics (Amendment) Act, 1985 (West Ben, Act 
XXIV af 1985), 
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15, A public library shall perform such functions and discharge 
such duties as the Govemment may determine. 


ó. The Government shall appoint a [Director of Library Services] 
in accordance with the rules made under this Act and the Director shall, 
subject to the contro] of the Government, discharge the following 
functions:— 


(a) maintain a register of “Lpublic libraries and recognised 
libraries:] 

Xb} manage the State Central Library and the public libraries 
established or maintained by the Government and 
superintendent and direct all matters relating to such libraries, 


(bb) supervise and control subject to the provisions of this Acl 
and the rules made thereunder, all olher public libraries; 


$) declare. by notification, from lime to me the names and 
addresses of the public libraries in the State; 


*{d) superintend and direct all matters relating Lo the wark of all 
Local Library Authorities under this Act and take such steps 
us he may consider necessary, if any action taken by a Local 
Library Authority is in violation of any direction of the 
Government or is in contravention of any provision of this 
Act or the rules made thereunder; 


dd) disapprove any action or decision of a Local Library 
Authority, if such action violates any direction of the 
Government or such decision is inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Act or the rules made thereunder, and 
report the fact of such disapproval in the subsequent meeling 
of the Council; i 


'Section $ was substiluled for the ariginal by s- 7 of the Wes Bengal Public Libraries 
(Amendoient) Act, 1985 (West Ben, Act XXIV of 1985). Thereafter the same was 
Tesubstiluled by s. 6 of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1994 (West 
Hen. Aci XLI of 1994). 

*The words within the square brackels were substiluted for the words "Director of 
Libraries” by £, 3 of the West Bengal Public Libranes (Amendment) Act, 1982 (West Ben, 
Act VUE af 1982). 

The wards within the square brackets were substituted for the words “public libraries” 
by s. 7(1) of the West Bengal Public Libraries {Amendment} Act, 1994 (West Ben, Act 
XLI af 1994). Prior to this substitution the word “public was substituted for the ward 
“recogaiscd” by s. Bu) af the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1985 (West 
Ben. Act XXIV of 1985). 

“Clauses (b) and (bb) were substituted for the original clause (b) by s. 8b), ibid. 

‘Clause (c) was substituted for the original by s. 8(¢), ibid. 

*Clavse {d} was substituted for the original by s. 8(d), ihid. 

"Clause (dd) was inserted by s. 8(c), ibid. 
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e} submit to the Government and to the Council the annual ee 
report and other reports from time to time on the working 
of all public libraries and Local Library Authorities; 

(f) inspect or cause lo be inspected periodically through officers 
authorised in this behalf all the public 7* * * libraries; 

(g) take steps for removal of defects in the working of any such 
library as the reporis on inspection of the libraries by the 
officers authorised under clause (N may disclose and take 
measures for enforcing the rules as may be made in this 
behalf and in appropriate cases oblain approval of the 
Goverment for derecognilion of the library or dscontinuance 
of financial and other assistance to such library in the event 
of persistent failure to abide by the rules made under this 
Act or otherwise which in his opinion warrants such action; i 

(h} guide, contral and supervise the functioning of the “[public 
libraries:] 

hh) convene ihe meetings of the Council, keep the records of 

the proceedings thereof and report to the Council the 

decistons of the Government on all maters relating to public 
libraries and public library system; 

i} take appropriate steps for prosecution of persons responsible 

for any loss or injury caused to Hany public library;] | 

“ii) implement the decisions of the Council after such decisions 
are approved by the Goverment and report to the Council 
about such implementation from time to time; 

(j} perform such other duties und exercise such other powers 
in accordance with this Act or the rules made thereunder. 


7. (1) There shall be a *[Directorate of Library Services] to be Directorate 
constituled by the Government for the purposes of this Act with such 2 ae 
` number of officers and cmplayees as may be prescribed. 


‘Clause (e) was substinited for the original by s. (O of the West Bengal Public 
Libraries (Amendment) Aci, 1985 (West Bengal Act XX1V of 1985). 
"The words “and recognised” were omitted by s, B(g), ibid. 
‘The wards within the square bmcekets were substituled for the word “libraries!” by 
or ea Wesi Bengal Public Libraries (Amendinent) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Acl XLI 
a : 
“Clause (bh) was insericd by s. 8th) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) 
Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985}. I 
‘The words within the square brackets were substituted for the words “any library;" | 
by s KJ) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Aci, 1994 (West Ben, Act | 
XLI of 1994). j 
‘Clause (ii) was inserted by s. 7(4}. ibit. 
The words within the square brackets were substituted for the word “lbmries.” by 
aN the West Bengal Public Librarics (Amendment) Act, 1982 (West Ben, Act VIN 
(v3 è l 
FThe words within the square brackels were substiluted for the words *Directorte 
of Libraries” by s. dib). ihid. 
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(2) The officers and stuff of the '[Direciorate of Library Services] 
shall be wholetime Government employees and the terms and conditions 
of their services shall be such as may be prescribed. 


CHAPTER III 
Local Library Authorities 


$. (Cl) For the purpose of organizing and administering public 
libraries tn the State, there shall be constituted by the Government Local 
Library Authority for each district "{excepl the district of Darjeeling 
where there shall be a Local Library Authority for each of the areas 
within the jurisdiction of the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council and the 
Siliguri Mahakwna Parishad] 

(2) *{Each Local Library Authority, except the Local Library Authority 
for each of the areas within the jurisdiction of the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill 
Council and the Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad,) shall be consists of:— 

“(i) the District Magistrate of the district (other than Calcutta) 
or his nominee not below the rank of Sub-divisional Officer 
or, in the case of Calcutta, the Director, shall be the Chairman; 

üi) the Disuict Library Officer, who shall function as ex-officio 
Member-Secretary of the Local Library Authorily: 
(iit) the District Social Education Officer; 
iia) the district Information Officer; 

*(iv) two representatives of the employees of different public 
libraries to be elected [rom amongst themselves in the manner 
prescribed; 

Xv) iwo members to be nominated by the Government fram 
amongst the Commissioners of the municipalities, or 
Councillors of the Corporation, within the district; 


The wards within the square brackets were substituted for the words “Directomte of 
Libmries” by s£. 4{¢), of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Acl, 1982 (West 
Ben, Act YII of 1982). 

"The words within the square brackets were inserted by 5. 3(1) of the Wrest Bengal 
Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1998 (West Ben. Act VJ of 1998). 

"The words within the square brackets were subsiituwd for the words “The Local 
Library Authority for cach district" by s, 3(2), ibid, 

‘Clause (i) was substituted for the original by s. 9¢1)}{a) of the West Bengal Public 
Libraries (Amendment) Aci, (985 (West Ben, Act XXIV of 1985), Prior to this substitution 
the words “, or, in the case of Calcutta, the Director,” were inserted by s, 5(a)} of the West 
Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1982 (West Ben. Act VUE af 1982), 

*Clause Giia) was inserted by s. 8{1}(a) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) 
Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act XL] of 1994), 

"Clause (iv) was substituicd for the orginal by s. 9(1)(b) of the West Bengal Public 
Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985), 

Clause (¥) was substituied for the orginal by s, 8(1){b) of lhe West Bengal Public 
Libraries (Amcoadment) Act, 1904 (West Ben. Aci XLI of (994), Prior to this substitution 
the wards “or, in the case of Calcutta, from amongst the Councillors of the Corporation" 
were added by s. S(b} of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1982 (West 
Ben. Act VIII of 1982). 
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(vi) Wo representatives of the districl branch of the Bengal 
Library Association to be nominated by the Execulive 
Committee of the said Association; 


(vii) one person to be nominated by the Sabhadhipati fram 
amongst the members ol the Zilla Parishad in the district 
‘Tor, in the case of Calcutta, lo be nominated by the Mayor 
of the Corporation from amongst the Councillors of the 
Corporation), 

(viii} two persons nominuled by the Government from umongst 
the members of the Panchayat Samitis in the district “for, 
in the case of Calcutta, from amongst the persons interested 
in library services]; 

Xix} two persoas nominaled by the Government from amongst 
the members of the managing committees of public libraries; 


Xixa) four persons representing the interest of education, social 
work, cullural, literary or artistic acuvily, or lileracy or 
science movement, to be nominaled by the Government, 


Se * * * + * $ 
be ¥ * * + * * 
1k * E £ x * * 


(xiii lwo M.L.A.s of the district to be nominaled by the 
Government; 


*¢xiv) the Librarians of District Libraries. 


*(2A) The Local Library Authority for the area within the jurisdiction 
of the Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad (hereinafter referred to in this sub- 
section as the area) shall consist af— 


(i) the District Magistrate of the district of Darjeeling or his 
nominee, nol below the rank of Sub-divisional Officer, who 
shal! be the Chairman of the Local Library Authority: 


"The words within the square brackets were added by £. 5(c) of the West Bengal Public 
Librairies (Amendment) Act, 1982 (West Ben. Act VUE of 1982), 

“The words within the square brackets were added hy s- S(d), ihid. 

“Clause (ix) was substituted for the original by s. 5(¢), ibid. 

*Clause (1x1) was inserted by s. 8( Efe) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment} 
Act. 1994 (West iden. Act XLI of 1994), 

“Clause (x) was omitted by s. SCL)(d), ibe. 

‘Clause (xi) was omiucd by s. 8( Le), ibid. 

Clause (xii) was omitted by s. (iD, ibid. 

"Clause (xiv) was substituted Jor the airipinal by s. 5(9 of the West Bengal Public 
Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1982 (West Bea. Act VOT of 1982}. 

*Sub-sectians (7A) and (2B) were inserted by s. 3(4) of the West Bengal Public 
Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1998 (West Ben. Act Vib af 1998). 
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(ii) the District Library Officer who shall function as the ev 
2. officio Member-Secretary of ihe Loca? Library Authority; 


(it) the District Social Education Officer; 
(iv) the District Information Officer: 


(v) two representatives of ihe employees of different public 
librartes in the area to be elected from amongst themselves 
ia ihe manner prescribed, 


(vi} two members to be nominated by the Governinent from. 
amongst ihe Councillors of the Municipalities, or the 
Councillors of the Municipal Corporniion, within the district 
of Darjeeling; 

(vii) two representatives of the district branch af the Bengal 
Library Association to be nominated by the Executive 
Commitee of the said Association; 


(viii) one person to be nominated by the Sabhadhipmi of the 
Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad fram amongst the members of 
the Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad, 


(ix) two persons to be nominated by the Government from 
amongst the members of lhe Panciayar Samitis in the area: 


{x} two persons to be nominated by the Government from 
amongst the members of the managing committees of the 
public libraries in the area; 

(xi) four persons representing the interest of education, social 
work, cultural, lilerary or arlistic activity, or literacy or 
science movement, to be nominated by the Government; 


(xii) two Members of the Legislative Assembly from the area, 
to be nominated by the Government; 


(xiii) the Librarians of the District Libraries in the area; 


‘(2B) The Local Library Authority for the area within the jurisdiction 
of the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council (hereinafler referred to in this 
sub-section as the area} shal) consist of — 


(i) the Principal Secretary of the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council, 
who shall be ihe Chairman of the Local Library Authority; 


(ti) the District Library Officer who shall function as the ex 
officio Member-Secretary of the Loca) Library Authority; 


Gii) the District Social Education Officer; 


{iv} the District Information Officer: 


‘See font-note 9 on page 277, ante. 
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(v} Iwo representatives of the employces of different public 
libraries in the area to be elected from amongst themselyes 
in the manner prescribed; 

(vi) two members to be nominated by the Darjeeling Gorkha 
Hill Council from amongst the Councillors of the 
Municipalities within the area: 

(vii) two representatives of the district branch of the Bengal 
Library Association to be nominated by the Executive 
Commillee of the said Association; 

(viii) one person Lo be nominated by the Chairman of the Darjeeling 
Gorkha Hill Council from amongst the Councillors of the 
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council; 

(ix) two persons lo be nominated by the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill 
Council from amongst the members of the Panchayat Samitis 
in the area; 

(x) two persons to be nominated by the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill 
Council from amongst the members of the managing 
committees of the public libraries in the arca; 

(xi) four persons representing the interest of education, social 
work, cultural, literary or artistic aclivily, or literacy or 
science movement, to be nominated by the Government; 

(xii) lwo Members of the Legislative Assembly from the area, 
lo be nominated by the Government on the recommendation 
of the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council; 


(xiii) the Librarians of the District Libraries in the area. 


(3) The members, other than the ex-officio members, shall hold 
office '[for a period of four years or til] the Local Library Authorily is 
reconstituted, whichever is earlier:] 


Provided that if a nominated or un elected member ceases to hold 
the position by virtue of which he was so nominated or elected, he shall 
automatically cease to be a member of the Local Library Authorily. 


9. Every Local Library Authortly shall be a body corporate, by the Local 


name of the area for which it is constituted, shall have perpetual succession Raley 


and a common seal, and may suc or be sued in ils corporale namie, and shall be a 
shall have the right of acquiring, holding or transferring properly, movable ek 
or immovable, of entering inlo contracts and of doing all things necessary, 
proper or expedient, for the purposes for which it is constituted. 


'The words within the square brackets were substituicd for the words “Sor a period 
of four years:" by s. 8(2) of the West Henga! Public Libraries (Amendment) Aci, 1994 
(West Ben. Act XLI of 1994), Prior tw this substitution the words “four years” were 
substituted for the words “three years” by s. 9(2) of the West Bengal Public Libraries 
(Amendment) Act, L985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985), 
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10. A Local Library Auihority may— 
(a) provide suitable lan ds and buildings for public libraries and 
alsa the furniture, fittings, materials and conveniences 

requisite therefor; 

Kb) slock public libraries with different kinds of printed, zudio- 
visual and reprographic materials and any other thiny suitable 
for ihe purpose of public libraries; 

Xbb) maintain a register of ike public libraries *{within its 
jurisdiction] and inspect or cause lo be inspected all such 
libraries: 

“(c} employ [rom time to time the officers and staff of the 
[sponsored public libraries dectared as such under section 
164] ia such manner and on such terms and conditions as 
may be prescribed ‘(or directed by the Government}, 

éd) with the previous sanction of the Government, chose or 
discontinue any public {brary organised or run by it or 
change the sie thereof, 

fe} recommend to the Director for withdrawal of recognition 
of, or discontinuance of Government grani to, any "[sponsored 
public library declared us such onder section 16A;) 

(D accept, with the previous sanction of the Director, any gift 
of books, or with the previous sanction of the Government, 
any other gifi or endowment for any purpose connected with 
its activities; 

“fN imptement the decisions of the Govemment and submit to 
the Government ihe annual report and other reports from 
time to time on ihe working of the public libraries and the 
public jibrary system “fwithin iis jurisdiction;) 


Clause (b) was substituted for the orginal by s. 91} of the West Bengal Public 
Libranes (Amendment) Aci, [994 (Wes! Ben. Act XLI of 1994), 

"Clause (bb) was inscricd bys. [0(a} of the West Aengai Public Libruries (Amendment) 
Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985), 

{The words wilain the square brackets were substituted for the words “in the district” 
by s. 4(1) of the West Bengal Public Libraries {Amendment} Act, 1998 (West Ben. Act 
Vil of 1998). 

*Clause {c} wns substituied for the original by s. 70fb) of the West Bengal Public 
Libraries (Amendinent) Act, 1955 (West Ben. Acl XXIV of 1985) 

The wards. figunes und letter within thz square brackets were substituted far the wards 
“public htbrarics™ by s. 9(2){a) of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1994 
(West Ben Act XLI of 1994), 

"The words within the square brackels were inserted by s, W)C). ibid. 

‘The words, figures and letter within the square brackets were substituled for the wards 
“public libraries.” by s. 9(3} of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendmeal) Aci, 1994 
(West Ben. Act XLI of 1994), 

*Clause (A was inserted by s. LO(c) of the Wesi Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) 
Act, 1985 (West Hen. Act XXIY of LORS). 

"The words within the square brackets were substituted for the words “in the district:" 
by s. 4(2) of the West Bengal Public Librurics (Amendment) Act. [998 (West Ben. Act 
WIT of 1998). 
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(g) provide for lectures and seminars on lopical subjects and 
the holding of classes: 


gg) advise the public libraries about different services to be 
rendered and implement the directions of the Governmen! 
regarding standards of public library services; 
(gga) develop an integrated public Jibrary system [within ils 
jurisdiction) thraugh supervision, control and inter-library 
co-operative programmes and acttvilies; 


'(gggg) organize book fairs, seminars, exhibitions and other similar 
programmes [in different areas within its jurisdiction] to 
popularize library services and to grow reading habits; 


Ygegor) organize library services for neo-titerates and children; 


{h} in general, do everything necessary lo carry out the purposes 
of this Act. 


AOA. (1) If, at any time, the Government is of opinion thal a Local 
Library Authority has failed to perform its functions or has exceeded 
or abused any of the powers conferred on it by or under this Act or the 
rules made thereunder, the Governinent may communicate the particulars 
thereof to that Local Library Authority asking it to remedy such failure, 
excess or abuse or Lo submil ia the Government a salisfaciory explanation 
for such failure, excess or abuse, within such lime as may be fixed by 
ihe Government, and if the Local Library Authority does not remedy 
such failure, excess or abuse or submit the explanatian to the Govennmem 
within the time so fixed or if the explanation submitted by the Local 
Library Authority is not found satisfactory, the Gavernment may, in 
cansultation with the Council, by order supersede the Local Library 
Authority for such period as the Gavernmenl may consider expedient: 


Provided that such supersession shall not be for a period of mare than 
one year und such period may, for reusons lo be recorded in writing, be 
extended by a period not exceeding one year. 

(2) When a Local Library Authorily is superseded under sub-section 
(1), then, with effect from the date of the order of supersession,— 


{a) all the members of the Local Library Authority shall be 
deemed lọ have vacated their offices: 


Clauses (gg) to (pepeg) were inserted by s. 94) of the West Bengal Public Librartes 
{Amendment) Act, 1994 (West Ben, Act XLI of (994). 

"The words within the square brackels were substituted for the words “in the district’ 
by s. 4(3} of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1998 (West Ben. Act 
VI of 1998). 

The words within the square brackets were substituted for the wards “in different paris 
of the district” by s. AfA), ibiel. 

‘Section 10A was inserted by s. LE of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) 
Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXTW of 19851. 
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(b} the Govenunent inay appoint an Administrator or an Ad- 
hoe Committee consisting of such persans and in such 
manner as ihe Government may think Fil, and, thereupon, 
the Administratar or the Ad-hoc Commitee, as the case 
may be, shall exercise all the powers and perform all the 
duties of the Local Librury Authorily, 


(3) The Government may, at any time during the period of 
supersession, reconstitute the Local Library Authority in accordance 
with the provisions of seciian 8, and upon such reconstitution of ihe 
Local Library Authority, the Administrator or the Ad-hoc Committec, 
as the case may be, shall cease to exisl and the Local Library Authorily 
shall function in accordance with the provisions of this Act. 


111. All properties, movable or iinmovable, acquired or held for the 
purpose of any sponsored Hbrary declared as such under section 16A 
in any arca shall vest in the Local Library Authority for thar area without 
liabilities, if any, of such sponsored public library. 


12. Subject to the provisions of this Actand Ihe rules made thereunder, 
a Local Library Authority may, wilh the previous approval of the 
Government, make regulations generally to carry oul the purposes of this 
Act and, without prejudice to the generality of this power, such regulations 
may provide for— 


(a) the admission of persons lo public libaries in ils area on such 
conditions ™* * * it may specify: 

(b) requiring from persons desiring to use such libraries any 
guaranice or security against injury lo, or Misuse, destruction 
ar loss of the property of such lbrurivs: 


(c} the manner in which the property of such libraries shall be 
used to ensure the pratection of such property from injury, 
Inisus¢, destruction or loss; and 


{d} authorise its officers and employees to exclude or remove 
from any such library any person who contravenes or [ails 
to comply with the pravistons of this Act or the rules or 
regulations made thereunder, 


13. (1}-H, at any time, the Government is of opinion thal any 
regulation made ander this Aci by a Locat Library Aulhority should be 
cancelled ar modified either wholly or in part, 1 shal) canse ihe teasons 


‘Section |} was substituted for the origical by s. LQofthe West Bengal Public Libraries 
(Amendment) Act, 1994 {West Ben. Act XLE of 1994). 

“The words “and on payitent af such fees” were omiued by s, 12 of the West Bengal 
Public Libraries fAmendment) Ace TORS Aar Fe |! 
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for such opinion to be comununicated to such Local Library Authority, 
and shall specify a reasonable period within which such Local Library 
Authority may make any representation with regard thereto which it may 
think fit. 


(2) Affer receipt and consideration of any such representation, or, 
if in the meantime no such representation is received, after the expiry 
of the specified period, the Government may, at any time, by notification 
cancel or modify such regulation, either wholly or in pan. 


(3) The cancellation or modification of a regulation under sub- 
section (2) shall take effect from such date as the Government may in 
the said notification direct, or iF no such date is specified, then from the 
date of publication of the said notification excepi as to anything done 
or suffered or omilied to be done before such dale. 


‘44. A Local Library Authority may appoint a committee or Committee or 
committees consisting of such of its members as it may deem fit lo esa 
assist the Local Library Authority in carrying out the purposes of this Library 


ACL Authorily. 


15. (1} As soon as possible after a Local Library Authority is Preparation 
constiluted, and thereafter if required by the *[Government], every Local °! scheme. 
Library Authority shall prepare a scheme for establishing libraries and 
for spreading library service within its area and submil it to the 
*tGovernment] for sanction. The *[Governmenl|} *[may, in consultation 
with the Council, sanction] H with such modifications and additions, if 
any, as he may think fit and the Local Library Authority shall give effect 
lo the scheme as may be sanclioned by the *[Government). 


(2) The [Government] may suo motu or on an application by the 
Local Library Authority concerned modify any scheme sanclioned under 


415A. The Government may, from time to time, give such direction — Power to 


10a Local Library Authority as it may consider necessary for the purposes give aon 7 
of this Act. the Local 
Library 
Authonily. 


‘Section 14 was substituted for the original by s. 13 of the West Bengal Public Libraries 
Amendment) Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985). 

*The word within the square brackets was substituted for the word “Director” by 
s. 11 of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Aci. 1994 (West Ben, Act XLI 
of 1994), 

The words within the squace brackets were substiied far the words “may sanction" 
by s. 14 of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendmem) Act. 1985 (West Ben, Act 
XXIV of 1985). i 

Section 15A was inserted by s. 15 of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) 
Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985). 
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16. The Government shalt appoint a person to be called the District 
Library Ol Beer on such terms and conditions as may be prescribed. The 
District Library Officer shal) exercise such powers and perform such 
duties as may be prescribed. 


IGA. (1) Any library (other than “[a Government public Sibrary}) 
Functioning as a district Hbrary or sub-divistonal library or town library 
or area library or rural library of primary unit library and receiving atd 
from the District Magistrate or the District Social Education Officer or 
the District Library Officer or any other ollicer of the Government 
towards the payment of sularies of ils employees or for any other purpose, 
may be declared by the Government as a sponsored public library and 
thereupon the provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder shall 
apply to such library- 

Explanction.—For the purposes of this sub-section, 2 “disiecl library", 
“soh-divisional Libary”, "own tibrary”, “area brary”, “rural library” 
or "primary uni brary” shall respectively mean a library functioning 
as a district library, sub-divisional library, tawn library, area Jibrary, 
rural library of primary anit library ina district, by whatever name called, 
and recognised by the Government as such. 


(2) Any library which is not “a Government public library) may, 
on application in the prescribed manner, be declared by ihe Government 
ds a sponsored public library and thereupon the provisions of this Act 
and the rules made thereunder shalt apply to such library. 


(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-sections (1) and (2), 
the Government may, if it considers necussary so tO dO, sponsor any 
tibrary and declare it to be a sponsored public library and thereupon the 
provisions of this Act and the rules made thercunder shall apply to such 
library. 


Explanation.—For the purpose of this sub-section, a library established 
under a scheme referred to in section 15 shall be deemed to he a 
sponsored public libeary. 


(4) Any library, not being a public library, registered or deemed to 
have heen registered under the West Bengal Sacielies Registration Act. 
1961, or any library, not being a public library, established or managed 
by any society or association of individuals, registered or deemed to have 


‘Section (A was subsotuted for the original by $. L6 of the West Bengal Public Libraries 
CAmendinemt) Aci, (YRS (Wesi Yen. Act XXIV of 1985) 

*Seetian [6A was tuaccted by s. U, iiet 

The words within Ue square brackets were substiuted far thg words “a public library 
and the Stale Centra! Library” by s, 12(a) of qe West Bengal Public Litrarics (Amendment) 
Act, 1994 (West Hen. Acl XLI of 199). 

‘The wards within the square brackeis wer substituted for ihe words “a public lihriny 
or the Stave Centeal Library” by s. A), ibid. 
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been registered under that Act shall, on being declared to be a sponsored 
public library, cease to be a library registered or deemed to have been 
registered under that Act or a library established or managed by such 
society or association of individuals and thereupon the provisions of this 
Act and the rules made thereunder shall apply to such library. 


(5) The sponsored public libraries shal! be managed in lhe manner 
prescribed. 


(6) The employees of the sponsored public libraries. as approved by 
the District Magistrate or the District Social Education Officer or the 
District Library Officer or the District Advisory Council for Social 
Education or the Director of Public Instruction or the Local Library 
Authority or the Director of Library Services, shall be deemed to be 
the employees of the Local Library Authority and the terms and 
conditions of service of such employees shall be such as may be 
prescribed. 


6B. (1) 1fand when the Government creates more than one district 
by dividing any existing district (hereinafter referred ta as the farmer 
district) under any law for the Gme being in force, the Government 
shall dissolve the Local Library Authority for the former district 
with effect from such dale as the Govermnent may by notification 
appoint. 


(2) Upon the dissolution of the Local Library Authority for the 
former district under sub-section (1),-— 


(a) the members of the said Local Library Authority shall be 
deemed to have vacated their respective offices, and 


(b) any committee appointed by the said Local Library Authority 
under section 14 shall stand dissolved, and the members of 
the said committee shall be deemed to have vacated their 
respective offices, forthwith. 


(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or in any other 
law for the lime being in force, the Local Library Authority for the 
former district or any commitlee appointed by the said Local Library 
Authority under section 14 shall, until the said Local Library Authority 
is dissolved under sub-section (1). continue to exercise all the powers, 
discharge all the duties and perform ali the functions of the Local Library 
Authority or the committee, as the case may be, under this Act or the 
rules or the regulations made thereunder as if the former district has nol 
been divided into more than one district. 


‘Section 16B was insened by $. 2 af the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) 
Act, 1993 (West Ben, Act XII af 1993). 
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(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or in any other 
law for ihe time being in force — 

(a} anything done or any action taken by the Local Library 
Authority for the former district under this Act or the rules 
or the regulations made thereunder prior to the dissolution 
of the said Local Library Authority under sub-section (1), 
and 

(b) any regulations made, or orders issued under the provisions 
of this Act or the rules or the regulations made thereunder, 

and cominuing in force immediately before such dissolution, shall, upon 
the constitution under sub-section {1} of section 8 of the Local Library 
Authority for the districts created by dividing the Former district, be 
applicable to the Local Library Authority for each such district and shall 
continne in force tn so Far as they arc nol inconsistent with ihe provisions 
of this Act or the rules or ihe regulations made thereurtder until they are 
repealed or amended. 
(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, — 

(a) the properties, funds and liabililies of the Local Authority 
for the former district, and 

(b) the officers and staff of the public Hbrartes employed by ihe 
said Local Library Authority under clause (c) of section 10 
and holding office immediately before the dissolution of the 
said Local Library Authority, 

shall be determined and apportioned between the Local Library Authorities 
constituted under sub-section (i) of section 8 lar ihe districts created by 
dividing the former district, in such manner as may be prescribed, and 
such delermination and apportionment shail be finai. 


CHAPTER IY 


Finance and Accounts 


-17. (41) Every Local Library Authority shalt maintain a libeary fund 
oul of which payments under this Act shall be met. 
(2) There shalt be credited to the library fund the following sums— 
(a) contributions, gifts and income from endowments made io 
the Local Library Authority forthe benefit of public libraries: 
(b) graats which the Government may make for the general 
Mamtenanee or for any specific purpose connected with 
libraries or social education, 

(c) any amounl collected by the Local Library Authority under 

any rules or regulations made under this Act. 
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17A. The Government may from time to time make such grant to 
a Local Library Authority ora library for management (including payment 
of salaries of employees), maintenance, improvement and development 
of library services or for any other purpose as it may think fit. 


17B. A Local Library Authority or a library may incur expendilure 
out of the library fund for carrying out the purposes of this Act: 


Provided that no expenditure shall be incurred by a Local Library 
Authority or a library without die prior approval of the Government far 
any purpose other than a purpose for which a grant has been made by 
the Government under section 17A. 


18. (1) Anacconnt of all assets and liabilities of each Local Library 
Authority and of all contributions, gifts aud income from endowments, 
grants made by the Government, any amount collected by the Local 
Library Authonly under any cules made under this Act shall be maintained 
in the prescribed manner. 


(2) The account shall be audited annually in such manner and by 
such officer or authority as may be prescribed. A copy of the audit report 
shall be submitted to the Gavernment in the prescribed manner. 


CHAPTER V 
Miscellaneous 


19, No act of the Council or of a Local Library Authority shall be 
deemed to be invalid by reason only of the existence of any vacancy, 
initial or subsequent, or any defect, in the constitution of the Council 
or the Authority. 


20. Every Local Library Authorily and every person-in-charge of a 
public library shall submit such reports and returns and furnish such 
information to the Director or any person authorised by him in this behalf 
as the Director or the person so authorised may, from dime to time, 
require. 


21, The Director or any person authorised by him in this behalf may 
inspect any public library or any institution altached thereto for the 
purpose of satisfying himself that the provisions of this Act and the rules 
made thereunder are duly carried out. 


‘Sections 17A and 17B were insericd by s. 18 of the West Bengal Public Libraries 
{Amendment) Act, 1985 (West Ben. Act XXIV of 1985). 
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22. (1) Whoever contravenes any provision of this Act or of any 
rules made thereunder shall, if no other penalty is provided therefor in 
any oiher Act, be punishable with fine which may extend to two hundred 
and fifty rupees or if having been previously convicted of such offence 
is again convicted of an offence under this Act, with fine which may 
extend to five hundred rupees, 

(2) No court shall take cognizance of any offence under this Acl 
excepl on a written complaint made by the Director or by any person 
authorised by the Director in this behalf. 


23. (1) The Government '[may, in consultation with the Council, by 
notification,] make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the 
foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or any of the matters 
which may be or are required to be prescribed or made by rules. 

(3) All rules made under this section shall, as soon as may be, after 
they are made, be laid before the House of the State Legislature for 14 
days and shall be subject to such modification as the State Legislature 
may make during the session in which they are so laid. 


24. The Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867, shall, in its 
application to the Slate of West Bengal, be amended as fallows:— 
(1) forclause (a) of the first paragraph of section 9, the following 
clause shall be substituted:— 
“(a) in any case, within one calender month alter the day 
on which any book shall first be delivered out of the 
press, three such copies and”; 


(2 


— 


in section 11, for the first paragraph, the following paragraph 
shall be substituted:— 


“Out of the three capies delivered pursuant to clause (a) 
of the first paragraph of section 9 of this Aci, one copy shall 
be sent to the Central Library, and the remaining copies 
shall be disposed of in such manner as the Government may 
from time to time determine.”. 


‘The words within the square brackets were substituted for the words “may, by 
notification”, by s. 19 of the West Bengal Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1985 (West 
Ben. Act XXIV of 1985). 


25 of 1867. 


